Networking in Open Education

Further, a system of continuous monitoring of Regional Centres
and study centres is essential to feed the university with information
about day to day problems and progress. For this purpose a separate
'Grievances Directorate' should be established at the head office to
look into the various problems of students, study centres and Regional
Centres as a whole and report the same to the authorities concerned
with concrete suggestions for solving the problems. This Directorate
could also act as the Central Enquiry Service, providing information
on the full range of open university activities.

2. Institutional Network

Institutional network is a group of people who exchange information
and experience for professional or social purposes. It relates to active
sharing of academic resources.

A good network mechanism of collaboration among the various
open universities and other distance education institutions should be
developed to make the optimum use of the available academic resources
on no loss no profit basis. Academic resources may be (a) Course
material (b) Video cassettes, (c) Audio and Radio Cassettes (d) Any
other academically related material.

As knowledge is generated increasingly in open rather than closed
institutions, universities have to take the initiative to become part of a
network of knowledge institutions.

One important issue that needs to be attended to is the coordination
and networking among the distance education centres in courses offered,
sharing of materials and academic resources and finally transfer of
grades and credits from one centre to another and from one open
university to another.

Recognising the importance and benefits of sharing of academic
resources, Dr.B.RAnbedkar Open University has taken the initiative
in this direction. The certificate programme in Food and Nutrition,
developed by the Indira Gandhi National Open University (IGNOU)
in English, has been adopted and traslated into Telugu, the regional
language, and Urdu recently. It has also adapted MBA course material
of IGNOU with slight changes and launched its own Master of Business
Administration programme. This type of formal agreement in sharing
academic resources will prove economical in making the optimum use
of available academic resources through institutional network.
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